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President Trump Issues Executive Order on Health Care  
Cost Transparency 

 
President Trump issued an executive order yesterday with the stated intention of increasing the 
transparency of health care costs and quality in the U.S.  
 
The order directs the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to take steps to increase 
price transparency, including: 

• Requiring hospitals to disclose standard charges patients can expect to receive for services, in 
an accessible and easy-to-read format; 

• Requiring health care providers, insurers, and self-insured group health plans to provide 
information about expected out-of-pocket costs to patients before they receive care; 

• Issuing a report outlining ways in which the federal government and the private sector are 
impeding price and quality transparency, and “providing recommendations for eliminating 
these impediments in a way that promotes competition,”  as well as addressing reasons why 
lower-cost providers may be avoiding health care advertising; 

• Establishing a health quality roadmap to align and improve reporting on data and quality 
measures across federal health insurance programs and the individual health insurance 
marketplace, with a focus on adopting and publishing common quality metrics; 

• Increasing access to de-identified claims data from taxpayer-funded health care programs and 
group health plans for researchers, providers, and other stakeholders;  

• Taking steps to expand health savings accounts and other tax-preferred health care accounts, 
with the intention of incentivizing consumers to shop for care; and 

• Submitting a report to the president on additional steps the administration could take to 
implement principles on surprise medical billing that were announced in May. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
If you have any questions regarding this Academy Alert, please contact David Linn, senior policy 
analyst (linn@actuary.org, 202-785-6931). 
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